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Message from Mr. LaFrance 
Dear Oakland Friends and Families,  

Welcome back to the 2018-2019 school year. It's been an incredible start to the year and I 

know a big thank you goes to you! Transitioning back to school can bring lots of excitement 

and anxiety; the good news is you have all done this well. Our kids came back excited to be 

here and already establishing routines that will help make this year amazing and successful for 

them. Thank you for getting all children prepared, well rested, and here on time each day.   

Oakland School is grateful you and your child are part of our community. Our staff is 

dedicated to the success of your child academically and socially. Whether this is your first year 

at Oakland or your tenth, we are always here for you with any support, guidance, or 

encouragement you need. We believe that building relationships with our students and 

families is top priority and will provide a platform for all academic successes. This year we will 

provide many opportunities to be involved at school in some capacity. Just this week we 

welcomed all our K-2 families to our open house and held our first Oakland PTO meeting- what 

a great way to meet all of you!  We look forward to seeing you next month at Parent Teacher 

Conferences.   

As we “Parent at Our Best”, here are a few Getting Ready for School Guidelines to make the 

start of a school year wonderful for you and your family. 

Guideline 1: Decide which jobs belong to the parent and which jobs belong to the 

youngster.  Jobs like setting the alarm clock, waking up to the alarm, choosing clothes and 

dressing, remembering school supplies, and eating breakfast. This doesn't leave much to the 

parent, but that's ok.  Pick which ones developmentally work for you and your family.   

Guideline 2: Stay out of the reminder business. Reminders sometimes can rob children of the 

opportunity to make the mistakes needed to learn lessons.   

Guideline 3: Don't rescue! Rescuing children saves them from the opportunity to learn lessons 

at emotional times when they will be remembered. In other words, if our children are late we 

don't have to make up an excuse for them.  

Guideline 4: Replace anger with sadness when they make mistakes.  I need to personally be 

more wise when my son is late, saying, “Oh, Honey, I'm sorry you’re going to have a problem 

with your teacher for being late, I sure hope you can work it out.  Instead of the alternative :)  

As loving, caring adults, we have difficulty watching our children learn from life's natural 

consequences. It is far easier for me to yell, threaten and punish than it is to remain quiet and 

let my children learn from experience.  

Please contact your teacher or me with any questions and connect with any of our social 

media platforms including our Oakland website, Facebook or Twitter. 

Looking forward to a great year-    Mr. LaFrance
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Library 

Book Checkout- 

Students will check books out each week when 

they come to the LMC. Books are due two weeks 

from the date of checkout, but many students will 

choose a new book each week. Students may 

also renew books for an additional two weeks if 

they have not finished. Playaways are books with 

accompanying audio and are available for 4th 

and 5th graders. A signed permission slip is 

required before use and will be sent home mid-

month.  

Book checkout will begin the week of September 

9. Classes will visit the LMC on the following days: 

 Kindergarten: 

o Kalitzky- Monday 

o Nord- Wednesday 

o Kirk- Wednesday 

o Schrift- Thursday 

 First Grade: 

o Merna- Monday 

o Hornbacker- Wednesday 

o Meadors- Thursday 

o Heinonen- Friday 

 Second Grade: 

o Johnson- Tuesday 

o Malisia- Tuesday 

o Morton- Friday 

 Third Grade: 

o Larsen- Monday 

o Foley- Wednesday  

o Alfeo- Friday 

 Fourth Grade: 

o Cook- Tuesday 

o Michaels- Thursday 

o Conroy- Friday 

 Fifth Grade: 

o Stanek- Monday 

o Oberts- Tuesday 

o Hiles- Thursday 

Personal Information- 

Adults know how important it is to keep personal 

information private, but this is something children 

need to be taught. This month, students in grades 

2-5 will review two personal pieces of information 

that should be kept private.  

Username and password: This private information 

is how your child will access many online 

resources, including assessments. 

Lexile score: So just what is a Lexile score? 

Students in grades 2-5 take a reading test in the 

computer lab at least four times a year to 

determine overall reading comprehension skills, 

which is represented as a Lexile score. Many of 

the books in the LMC are labeled with a Lexile 

score as a way to support appropriately 

challenging book selections. To find out more 

about how a book Lexile is determined and to 

search for books in your child’s Lexile go to 

www.lexile.com. 

Thank you for reinforcing the importance of 

keeping this personal information private. 

Volunteers- 

Would you like to volunteer in the Library Media 

Center? We are currently in need of parent 

volunteers. If you have an hour or two a week you 

can spare contact Ms. Martel at 

martelm@district87.org. Volunteering is a great 

way to see firsthand all the wonderful things 

students do at Oakland School. 

Book Celebration- 

It’s not too late to celebrate! If you not yet 

registered your child to have a book donated to 

the Library Media Center on their birthday or 

special day, you still can. A registration form is 

available in the office, school website, or on page 

8 of this newsletter. (Please note, all students 

receive a free book on their birthday. This is 

separate from the Birthday Book Celebration.) 

Library News 

From Ms. Martel 
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Student Attendance 

 

 All student absences should be 

reported to the office by 10:00am on 

the day of the student’s absence. 

The phone number for the school is 

(309) 662-4302. State law requires 

schools and parents to attempt to 

contact each other when a child is 

absent. Please assist us by calling first. 

You can also report a student 

absence by sending an email to 

OaklandAttendance@district87.org 

 Requests for homework for an absent 

student should be made to the office 

before 11:00am. 

 Repeated unexcused occurrences of 

tardiness or leaving school early will 

result in consequences.  

Nurse’s Corner 

 

 New medication authorization forms 

and diet modification forms need to be 

completed by parent/guardians and 

doctor every year. 

o Please make sure to bring your 

student’s inhalers to school. 

o If your student has a food allergy 

make sure to complete a food 

allergy form. 

 Vision and hearing screenings will be 

performed on all students beginning on 

September 17th. 

 Kindergartener eye exams are due by 

October 15th. 

 Students who have a fever of 100 

degrees or above, diarrhea, a 

contagious rash or illness, or vomiting 

should not attend school. They should 

be free of the illness or condition for 24 

hours before returning to school. 

If you have any questions, please feel free 

to call 309-662-4302 or email 

spaniolc@district87.org  

 

PTO 

 

PTO Board of Directors 2018-2019 

President:  Marla Leman 

mkleman1@frontier.com 

Co-Vice Presidents:     

Kyle Green kseyller@comcast.net   

Erica Hartman ehartman74@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Kim Johnson johnsonk@unit5.org 

Secretary: Andy Hoffman 

hoffman_andy@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

Attendance 

Nurse’s Corner 

From Nurse Colleen 
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Reminders for the New School Year 

 

 Please review pick up and drop off 
procedures on page 5. We are 
dedicated to the safety of all 
students and we need all families to 
help in this area. 

 Invitations to parties cannot be 

distributed at school. 

 Lunch Reminders: 
o When sending a lunch from 

home, please do not use glass 

containers. 

o We have several students with 

severe peanut allergies at our 

school. For their safety, we ask 

no peanut products be 

brought in lunches or snacks. 

o You are welcome to join your 

student for lunch any day 

 Students are not permitted in the 

building before 8:45am unless they 

plan to eat breakfast at school. 

Breakfast is served beginning at 

8:30am. 

 If you would like to visit your student 

during the day, you must first contact 

their teacher to set up a time. The 

best way to contact your student’s 

teacher is by email. You may access 

those emails by going to our Oakland 

website and looking under “Faculty & 

Staff”. 

 

Birthday Guidelines 

 

Kindergarten and First Grade: 

Please contact your student’s teacher about 

celebrating birthdays. No homemade snacks 

or treats are allowed at school. Store-bought 

snacks and treats must be in their original 

package with the nutritional/ingredient list. 

Non-food items are preferred, including 

bookmarks, pencils, erasers, etc. Birthday 

treats should be easily served and peanut 

free. Please refrain from sending in cake or 

cupcakes. Be sure to send in any serving 

materials that might be needed with the 

birthday treat. 

Second Grade: 

We are happy to acknowledge your child’s 

special day! Every student will receive a 

birthday book from the office. Please do not 

send birthday treats to school. If students 

would like to share something, they can bring 

pencils or bookmarks to distribute, or they 

may donate a new or gently used book to 

our classroom library in honor of their 

birthday. Food items that are brought to 

school will not be distributed to students. 

Third, Fourth, & Fifth Grade: 

We are happy to acknowledge your child’s 

special day! Every student will receive a 

birthday book from the office. Please do not 

send birthday treats to school. Food items 

that are brought to school will not be 

distributed to students.  

Reminders Birthday 

Guidelines 
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Side Circle Pick-Up Procedures

 
Oakland has developed an efficient system 

for the dismissal of students to parents in the 

side-circle. Please read through these 

procedures. Being respectful of these 

guideline makes dismissal quick and safe. 

 There is no parking in the side circle 

drop off area during the arrival and 

dismissal times. In the morning, parents 

should not block the circle waiting for 

the 8:45 bell. Students who eat 

breakfast may be dropped off 

beginning at 8:30am. 

 Students must sit on the designated line 

quietly until their driver nears the pick-

up area. On cold or wet days, the 

students will stand. Students are 

expected to watch for their ride and 

listen for their name to be called by a 

teacher for loading. 

 Cars must clearly display a name card 

for the student(s) they are picking up. 

This card is best seen when displayed 

from the rearview mirror with a clip 

hanger or attached to the back of the 

passenger sun visor. Name cards are 

available in the office. 

 Teachers will call for the student(s) and 

send them to one of the colored cones 

or numbered boxes. 

 Students are not allowed to approach 

the loading area until they are called. 

 Patrols are fifth grade students who are 

assisting teachers in their before and 

after school duty. Their main job is to 

walk children safely to a designated 

pick-up spot. Patrols may help open 

car doors, but it is not required. 

 Students must wait until the car has 

stopped in the loading area before 

approaching the door. 

 Students must load on the curbside. 

 Parents should only leave their vehicle 

if they need to secure a child in a 

safety seat. 

 Parking and leaving your vehicle is not 

permitted. If you must come into the 

building, please park in a parking 

space or use street parking. 

 The handicapped parking space is for 

disabled people who need to enter 

the building or for loading a child who 

is disabled. It is not a waiting area for 

dismissal time, regardless of a permit.  

 When exiting the parking lot, no left 

turns are permitted. Please be 

considerate of all those behind you! 

 On rainy days or when the wind chill is 

below 20 degrees, side circle students 

will be dismissed from inside the 

building. Students who typically meet 

parents on the patio just outside the 

south cafeteria door will be dismissed 

regularly. If you do not wish to have 

your student come to the patio daily, 

please use the side circle process and 

your child will be called to your car 

upon your arrival in the pick-up area. 

 NO CELL PHONE USAGE IN A SCHOOL 

ZONE! 

 

Figure 1 Schools are a no phone zone 

Side Circle 

Pick-Up Procedure 
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Oakland Cafe 

 

Our menu can be found on our website. 

Lunches rotate on a 3-week schedule and 

the breakfast menu is the same every 

week.  

 We offer 5 components at lunch and 

students are encouraged to take all 

5, but must take at least 3. 

 School breakfast offers 4 

components. 

 If you receive free lunch, you also 

receive free breakfast. 

 Breakfast items are hot breakfast, 

whole grain pop tarts, yogurt, 

cereals, or pre-packaged muffins. 

For the safety of our students who have 

severe allergies, we ask you not to pack 

peanut products in lunches from home. 

We have a computerized system for our 

lunch and breakfast programs. It is a 

prepayment system, not a charge 

account. Payment can be sent to 

school in an envelope marked with your 

child’s name and “lunch money” and 

given to the office, teacher, or mailed 

directly to school. Checks should be 

made payable to Bloomington Public 

Schools Cafeteria with your child’s first 

and last name on the memo line. When 

your account is out of funds, a note will 

be sent home with your child. You can 

also manage your child’s lunch account 

at www.myschoolbucks.com. Please visit 

the website to sign up for more 

information. To obtain your child’s ID 

number, please contact the office. If 

needed, free/reduced lunch 

applications are available online or in 

the school office.  

Parents are welcome to have lunch at 

school periodically. If you would like to 

eat school lunch, please call before 

9:30am that day so you can be added 

to the lunch count. Parents pay for lunch 

as they go through the line. You may 

also bring in lunch from home or a 

restaurant. We ask that you please bring 

milk or juice instead of soda. Please 

remember to sign in at the office and 

get a visitor tag before heading to the 

cafeteria. 

2018-2019 Meal Prices 

 Student breakfast- $2.00 

 Student lunch- $2.60 

 Adult lunch- $3.50 

2018-2019 Lunch and Recess Schedule 

 Kindergarten 11:00-11:50 

 1st Grade 11:30-12:10 

 2nd Grade 11:50-12:30 

 3rd Grade 12:10-12:50 

 4th Grade 12:30-1:10 

 5th Grade 12:50-1:30 

 

Figure 2 School Lunch 

Hoot Hoot 

Hoorray Cafe 

News to Know 
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Hoot at Home 

 
We are excited to welcome back all our 

Oakland Owls to the 2018-2019 school 

year.  Oakland School students are actively 

learning how to be RESPECTFUL, 

RESPONSIBLE and SAFE.  We are busy filling 

buckets and learning the expectations for 

How Oakland Operates Together 

(HOOT).  Please ask your child what they 

learned during our HOOT assembly.  

Oakland School Behavioral Expectations 

are provided in the handbook distributed at 

orientations.  This also includes the process 

for handling problem behaviors within the 

classroom and at the administrative level.   

During the school year, students are able to 

earn a ‘Golden Ticket’ for showing 

behaviors related to our monthly golden 

ticket target.  In September, our golden 

ticket target will be RESPECT.  Please talk to 

your child about what respect means at 

home and at school.   Thank you for all your 

support. We look forward to a great year of 

positive behavior and over flowing buckets! 

 

Figure 3 Respect means you care enough to think about 
others' feelings before you act. 

Student Council

 
Student Council applications are due on 

Monday, September 10th for our 4th & 5th 

graders. Meetings will be held once a 

month on a Wednesday from 3:15-4:15pm. 

Specific meeting dates will be sent home 

with student council members soon. If you 

have any questions, contact Mrs. Heinonen 

(heinonene@district87.org).  

Online Backpack 

  

District 87 and community flyers will be 
distributed online. Online flyers will be 
available on our District 87 website 
www.district87.org under the link “Online 
Backpack”. Please be sure to check online 
for events, activities, and information from 
community organizations.  
 

Picture Day 

 

Fall pictures will be on Wednesday, September 

26th in the morning. Remember to wear your 

smiles! 

Student Council 

D87 Online 

Backpack 

Wednesday, September 26th 
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Calendar 

 

 October 4th   

o 6:30 PTO Meeting 

 October 8th  

o NO SCHOOL- Columbus Day 

 October 19th  

o End of 1st Grading Period 

 October 19th  

o NO SCHOOL- School 

Improvement Day  

 October 22nd – 26th  

o Parent Teacher Conference 

Week 

 October 26th  

o NO SCHOOL- Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

 October 31st 

o Fall Classroom Parties 

 

Restorative Practice 

 

As a staff, we understand the importance 

of relationships. We are always researching 

ways to deepen our relationships with 

students and provide opportunities for 

students to deepen relationships with each 

other. This has been the start of our journey 

using Restorative Practices to build 

community and mange conflicts. 

For effective teaching and learning to take 

place, we believe genuine relationships 

need to be at the heart of everything that 

happens at Oakland Elementary School. 

The aim of Restorative Practices is to 

develop community and mange conflict by 

repairing harm and building relationships. 

As a school, we are intentional about 

building and deepening meaningful 

relationships while creating a school 

community that highlights all classrooms. 

Restorative Practices 

1. Allows the act (unaccepted 

behavior) to be rejected, while 

acknowledging the intrinsic worth of 

the person and their potential 

contribution to society. 

2. Rejects the act, not the actor. 

Separates the deed from the doer.  

It is a process that puts repairing harm 

done to relationships and people over 

and above assigning blame and 

deepening punishment. Consequences 

may be assigned, but they may not be 

traditional consequences we’ve used in 

the past. This shifts places the emphasis 

on building, nurturing, and repairing 

relationships. 

We know that a whole school restorative 

approach can contribute to: 

 Happier and safer schools 

 Mutually respectful relationships 

 More effective teaching and 

learning 

 Reduces exclusions 

 Improves attendance 

 Addresses bullying behavior 

 Raises morale and self esteem 

Mark Your  

Calendars 

October  

Restorative 

Practice 
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 Helps promote a culture of 

inclusion and belonging 

 Increases emotional literacy 

As a part of the RP process, children 

and staff could be involved in 

meetings, circles and conferences, 

and daily activities that include: 

The 5 RP Questions: 

1. What happened? 

2. What were you thinking about at the 

time? 

3. What have your thoughts been 

since? 

4. Who else has been affected by what 

you did? 

5. What do you think needs to happen 

to make things right? 

If your child has been harmed by the 

actions of others, which could include both 

staff and students, questions could include: 

1. What did you think when you realized 

what had happened? 

2. What have your thoughts been 

since? 

3. How has this affected you and 

others? 

4. What has been the hardest thing for 

you? 

5. What do you think needs to happen 

to make things right? 

All school staff, teaching and non-

teaching, have had basic training and 

try to ensure that our intentions translate 

into actions. 

All of our students will understand and 

use circles in their everyday school life. 

As a part of our commitment to 

Restorative Practices, parents/guardians 

may also be asked to contribute to a 

restorative meeting if this is felt to be the 

right course of action. We know our 

partnerships with families are important 

to our students, and we look forward to 

your involvement in our Restorative 

Practices approach.  

 

Figure 4 Playground ribbon cutting 

 

 

Figure 5 Playground ribbon cutting 
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